© 0 9 & »n M W N =

NN NN N N N N = e ek e e e e e
N N A WD = O 0 0NN WD = o

LEGISLATIVE GENERAL COUNSEL H.B. 326
¢, Approved for Filing: C.R. Gilbert &
¢ 02-15-16 11:118 AM &

SPECIAL AND LOCAL DISTRICT TRANSPARENCY

AMENDMENTS

2016 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH

Chief Sponsor: Justin L. Fawson

Senate Sponsor:

LONG TITLE
General Description:

This bill modifies provisions related to local districts and special service districts.
Highlighted Provisions:

This bill:

» requires a local district or a special service district to post on the Utah Public Notice
Website the contact information of each member of the district's governing body;

» addresses notice regarding the deadline for an individual to submit a declaration of
candidacy for an elective board position;

» provides that an election for an elective board position shall be held by mail;

» addresses a county's or a municipality's authority to audit a local district or a special
service district;

» modifies the procedure to dissolve a local district; and

» makes technical and conforming changes.
Money Appropriated in this Bill:

None
Other Special Clauses:

None
Utah Code Sections Affected:
AMENDS:
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17B-1-303, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2014, Chapters 362 and 377
17B-1-306, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2014, Chapters 362 and 377
17B-1-701, as renumbered and amended by Laws of Utah 2007, Chapter 329
17B-1-703, as renumbered and amended by Laws of Utah 2007, Chapter 329
17B-1-1301, as renumbered and amended by Laws of Utah 2007, Chapter 329
17B-1-1303, as renumbered and amended by Laws of Utah 2007, Chapter 329
17B-1-1306, as renumbered and amended by Laws of Utah 2007, Chapter 329
17B-1-1308, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2009, Chapter 350
17D-1-301, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2015, Chapter 437
20A-3-302, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2015, Chapter 173
63F-1-701, as last amended by Laws of Utah 2013, Chapter 63

ENACTS:
17B-1-1309, Utah Code Annotated 1953
17B-1-1310, Utah Code Annotated 1953

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the state of Utah:

Section 1. Section 17B-1-303 is amended to read:

17B-1-303. Term of board of trustees members -- Oath of office -- Bond -- Notice
of board member contact information.

(1) (a) Except as provided in Subsections (1)(b) and (c), the term of each member of a
board of trustees shall begin at noon on the January 1 following the member's election or
appointment.

(b) The term of each member of the initial board of trustees of a newly created local
district shall begin:

(1) upon appointment, for an appointed member; and

(i1) upon the member taking the oath of office after the canvass of the election at which
the member is elected, for an elected member.

(c) The term of each water conservancy district board member appointed by the
governor as provided in Subsection 17B-2a-1005(2)(c) shall:

(1) begin on the later of the following:

(A) the date on which the Senate consents to the appointment; or
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(B) the expiration date of the prior term; and

(i1) end on the February 1 that is approximately four years after the date described in
Subsection (1)(c)(i)(A) or (B).

(2) (a) (1) Except as provided in Subsection (8), and subject to Subsection (2)(a)(i1), the
term of each member of a board of trustees shall be four years, except that approximately half
the members of the initial board of trustees, chosen by lot, shall serve a two-year term so that
the term of approximately half the board members expires every two years.

(i1) (A) If the terms of members of the initial board of trustees of a newly created local
district do not begin on January 1 because of application of Subsection (1)(b), the terms of
those members shall be adjusted as necessary, subject to Subsection (2)(a)(ii)(B), to result in
the terms of their successors complying with:

(I) the requirement under Subsection (1)(a) for a term to begin on January 1 following
a member's election or appointment; and

(IT) the requirement under Subsection (2)(a)(i) that terms be four years.

(B) An adjustment under Subsection (2)(a)(ii)(A) may not add more than a year to or
subtract more than a year from a member's term.

(b) Each board of trustees member shall serve until a successor is duly elected or
appointed and qualified, unless the member earlier is removed from office or resigns or
otherwise leaves office.

(c) If amember of a board of trustees no longer meets the qualifications of Subsection
17B-1-302(1), or if the member's term expires without a duly elected or appointed successor:

(1) the member's position is considered vacant, subject to Subsection (2)(c)(ii); and

(i) the member may continue to serve until a successor is duly elected or appointed
and qualified.

(3) (a) (1) Before entering upon the duties of office, each member of a board of trustees
shall take the oath of office specified in Utah Constitution Article IV, Section 10.

(i) An oath of office may be administered by a judge, county clerk, notary public, or
the local district clerk.

(b) Each oath of office shall be filed with the clerk of the local district.

(c) The failure of a board of trustees member to take the oath required by Subsection

(3)(a) does not invalidate any official act of that member.
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(4) A board of trustees member is not limited in the number of terms the member may
serve.

(5) Except as provided in Subsection (6), each midterm vacancy in a board of trustees
position shall be filled as provided in Section 20A-1-512.

(6) (a) For purposes of this Subsection (6):

(1) "Appointed official" means a person who:

(A) is appointed as a member of a local district board of trustees by a county or
municipality entitled to appoint a member to the board; and

(B) holds an elected position with the appointing county or municipality.

(i1) "Appointing entity" means the county or municipality that appointed the appointed
official to the board of trustees.

(b) The board of trustees shall declare a midterm vacancy for the board position held
by an appointed official if:

(1) during the appointed official's term on the board of trustees, the appointed official
ceases to hold the elected position with the appointing entity; and

(i1) the appointing entity submits a written request to the board to declare the vacancy.

(c) Upon the board's declaring a midterm vacancy under Subsection (6)(b), the
appointing entity shall appoint another person to fill the remaining unexpired term on the board
of trustees.

(7) (a) Each member of a board of trustees shall give a bond for the faithful
performance of the member's duties, in the amount and with the sureties prescribed by the
board of trustees.

(b) The local district shall pay the cost of each bond required under Subsection (7)(a).

(8) The lieutenant governor may extend the term of an elected district board member
by one year in order to compensate for a change in the election year under Subsection
17B-1-306(13).

(9) (a) A local district shall:

(1) post on the Utah Public Notice Website created in Section 63F-1-701 the name,

phone number, and email address of each member of the local district's board of trustees;

(11) update the information described in Subsection (9)(a)(i) when:

(A) the membership of the board of trustees changes; or
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121 (B) a member of the board of trustees' phone number or email address changes; and

122 (111) post any update required under Subsection (9)(a)(i1) within 30 days after the day

123 on which the change requiring the update occurs.

124 (b) This Subsection (9) applies regardless of whether the county or municipal

125 legislative body also serves as the board of trustees of the local district.

126 Section 2. Section 17B-1-306 is amended to read:

127 17B-1-306. Local district board -- Election procedures.

128 (1) Except as provided in Subsection (11), each elected board member shall be selected
129  as provided in this section.

130 (2) (a) Each election of a local district board member shall be held:

131 (1) at the same time as the municipal general election or the regular general election, as

132 applicable; and
133 (11) entirely by absentee ballot in accordance with Section 20A-3-302.

134 [6D] (b) Notwithstanding Subsection (2)(a)(ii), a local district may allow voters who

135  do not vote by absentee ballot to vote at one or more polling places designated by the local

136  district board in consultation with the county clerk for each county in which the local district is
137  located.[;w
138 1
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147 tatior]

148 (3) (a) The clerk of each local district with a board member position to be filled at the

149  next municipal general election or regular general election, as applicable, shall provide notice
150  of:

151 (1) each elective position of the local district to be filled at the next municipal general
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election or regular general election, as applicable;
(i1) the constitutional and statutory qualifications for each position; and

(ii1) the dates [and], times, and location for filing a declaration of candidacy.

(b) The notice required under Subsection (3)(a) shall be:

(1) posted in at least five public places within the local district at least 10 days before
the first day for filing a declaration of candidacy; or

(i1) (A) published in a newspaper of general circulation within the local district at least
three but no more than 10 days before the first day for filing a declaration of candidacy; and

(B) published, in accordance with Section 45-1-101, for 10 days before the first day for
filing a declaration of candidacy.

(c) Atleast 10 days before the first day on which a candidate may file a declaration of

candidacy for an elective local district board position, the local district shall mail a notice

described in Subsection (3)(a) to the owner of record of each parcel within the boundaries of

the local district.

(4) (a) To become a candidate for an elective local district board position, the
prospective candidate shall file a declaration of candidacy in person with the local district,
during office hours, within the candidate filing period for the applicable election year in which
the election for the local district board is held.

(b) When the candidate filing deadline falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, the
filing time shall be extended until the close of normal office hours on the following regular
business day.

(c) (1) Before the filing officer may accept any declaration of candidacy, the filing
officer shall:

(A) read to the prospective candidate the constitutional and statutory qualification
requirements for the office that the candidate is seeking; and

(B) require the candidate to state whether or not the candidate meets those
requirements.

(i1) If the prospective candidate does not meet the qualification requirements for the
office, the filing officer may not accept the declaration of candidacy.

(i11) If it appears that the prospective candidate meets the requirements of candidacy,

the filing officer shall accept the declaration of candidacy.
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(d) The declaration of candidacy shall substantially comply with the following form:

"I, (print name) , being first duly sworn, say that I reside at (Street)
, City of , County of , State of Utah,
(Zip Code)  , (Telephone Number, if any) ; that I meet the qualifications
for the office of board of trustees member for (state the name of

the local district); that [ am a candidate for that office to be voted upon at the next election, and
I hereby request that my name be printed upon the official ballot for that election.
(Signed)
Subscribed and sworn to (or affirmed) before me by onthis  day
of ,
(Signed)
(Clerk or Notary Public)"

(e) Each person wishing to become a valid write-in candidate for an elective local

district board position is governed by Section 20A-9-601.

(f) If at least one person does not file a declaration of candidacy as required by this
section, a person shall be appointed to fill that board position by following the procedures and
requirements for appointment established in Section 20A-1-512.

(g) If only one candidate files a declaration of candidacy and there is no write-in
candidate who complies with Section 20A-9-601, the board, in accordance with Section
20A-1-206, may:

(1) consider the candidate to be elected to the position; and

(i1) cancel the election.

(5) (a) A primary election may be held if:

(1) the election is authorized by the local district board; and

(i1) the number of candidates for a particular local board position or office exceeds
twice the number of persons needed to fill that position or office.

(b) The primary election shall be conducted:

(1) on the same date as the municipal primary election or the regular primary election,
as applicable; and

(i1) according to the procedures for primary elections provided under Title 20A,

Election Code.
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214 (6) (a) Except as provided in Subsection (6)(c), within one business day after the

215  deadline for filing a declaration of candidacy, the local district clerk shall certify the candidate
216  names to the clerk of each county in which the local district is located.

217 (b) (1) Except as provided in Subsection (6)(c) and in accordance with Section

218  20A-6-305, the clerk of each county in which the local district is located and the local district
219  clerk shall coordinate the placement of the name of each candidate for local district office in
220  the nonpartisan section of the ballot with the appropriate election officer.

221 (i1) If consolidation of the local district election ballot with the municipal general

222 election ballot or the regular general election ballot, as applicable, is not feasible, the local
223 district board of trustees, in consultation with the county clerk, shall provide for a separate
224 local district election ballot to be administered by poll workers at polling locations designated
225  under Subsection (2).

226 (c) (1) Subsections (6)(a) and (b) do not apply to an election of a member of the board
227  of an irrigation district established under Chapter 2a, Part 5, Irrigation District Act.

228 (i1) (A) Subject to Subsection (6)(c)(i1)(B), the board of each irrigation district shall
229  prescribe the form of the ballot for each board member election.

230 (B) Each ballot for an election of an irrigation district board member shall be in a

231  nonpartisan format.

232 (C) The name of each candidate shall be placed on the ballot in the order specified
233 under Section 20A-6-305.

234 (7) (a) Each voter at an election for a board of trustees member of a local district shall:
235 (1) be aregistered voter within the district, except for an election of:

236 (A) an irrigation district board of trustees member; or

237 (B) abasic local district board of trustees member who is elected by property owners;
238 and

239 (i1) meet the requirements to vote established by the district.

240 (b) Each voter may vote for as many candidates as there are offices to be filled.

241 (c) The candidates who receive the highest number of votes are elected.

242 (8) Except as otherwise provided by this section, the election of local district board

243 members is governed by Title 20A, Election Code.
244 (9) (a) Except as provided in Subsection 17B-1-303(8), a person elected to serve on a
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local district board shall serve a four-year term, beginning at noon on the January 1 after the
person's election.

(b) A person elected shall be sworn in as soon as practical after January 1.

(10) (a) Except as provided in Subsection (10)(b), each local district shall reimburse
the county or municipality holding an election under this section for the costs of the election
attributable to that local district.

(b) Each irrigation district shall bear its own costs of each election it holds under this
section.

(11) This section does not apply to an improvement district that provides electric or gas
service.

(12) Except as provided in Subsection 20A-3-605(1)(b), the provisions of Title 20A,
Chapter 3, Part 6, Early Voting, do not apply to an election under this section.

(13) (a) As used in this Subsection (13), "board" means:

(1) alocal district board; or

(i1) the administrative control board of a special service district that has elected
members on the board.

(b) A board may hold elections for membership on the board at a regular general
election instead of a municipal general election if the board submits an application to the
lieutenant governor that:

(1) requests permission to hold elections for membership on the board at a regular
general election instead of a municipal general election; and

(i1) indicates that holding elections at the time of the regular general election is
beneficial, based on potential cost savings, a potential increase in voter turnout, or another
material reason.

(c) Upon receipt of an application described in Subsection (13)(b), the lieutenant
governor may approve the application if the lieutenant governor concludes that holding the
elections at the regular general election is beneficial based on the criteria described in
Subsection (13)(b)(i1).

(d) If the lieutenant governor approves a board's application described in this section:

(1) all future elections for membership on the board shall be held at the time of the

regular general election; and
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(i1) the board may not hold elections at the time of a municipal general election unless
the board receives permission from the lieutenant governor to hold all future elections for
membership on the board at a municipal general election instead of a regular general election,
under the same procedure, and by applying the same criteria, described in this Subsection (13).

Section 3. Section 17B-1-701 is amended to read:

17B-1-701. Definitions.

As used in this part:

(1) "Audit reports" means the reports of any independent audit of the district performed
by:

(a) an independent auditor as required by Title 51, Chapter 2a, Accounting Reports
from Political Subdivisions, Interlocal Organizations, and Other Local Entities Act;

(b) the state auditor; [or]

(c) the legislative auditor][:]; or

(d) a constituent entity.

(2) "Board" means the local district board of trustees.

(3) "Budget" means a plan of financial operations for a fiscal year that includes:

(a) estimates of proposed expenditures for given purposes and the proposed means of
financing them;

(b) the source and amount of estimated revenue for the district for the fiscal year;

(c) fund balance in each fund at the beginning of the fiscal year and the projected fund
balance for each fund at the end of the fiscal year; and

(d) capital projects or budgets for proposed construction or improvement to capital
facilities within the district.

(4) "Constituent entity" means any county, city, or town that levies property taxes
within the boundaries of the district.

(5) (a) "Customer agencies" means those governmental entities, except school districts,
institutions of higher education, and federal government agencies that purchase or obtain
services from the local district.

(b) "Customer agencies" for purposes of state agencies means the state auditor.

Section 4. Section 17B-1-703 is amended to read:

17B-1-703. Local districts to submit audit reports.

-10 -
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(1) (a) Except as provided in Subsection (1)(b), within 30 days after it is presented to
the board, the board of each local district with an annual budget of $50,000 or more shall send
a copy of any audit report to:

(1) each of'its constituent entities that has in writing requested a copy; and

(i1) each of its customer agencies that has in writing requested a copy.

(b) Within 30 days after it is presented to the board, the board of a public transit district
serving a population of more than 200,000 people shall send a copy of its annual audit report
to:

(1) each of'its constituent entities; and

(i1) each of its customer agencies that has in writing requested a copy.

(2) Each constituent entity and each customer agency that received the audit report
shall review the audit report submitted by the district and, if necessary, request a meeting with
the district board to discuss the audit report.

(3) At the meeting, the local district board shall:

(a) answer any questions about the audit report; and

(b) discuss their plans to implement suggestions made by the auditor.

(4) (a) A constituent entity may audit the books, records, and accounts of a local

district.

(b) Upon request from a constituent entity, a local district shall make the local district's

books, records, and accounts available for inspection and copy during normal business hours to

the constituent entity for the purpose of performing an audit described in Subsection (4)(a).

Section 5. Section 17B-1-1301 is amended to read:

17B-1-1301. Definitions.

For purposes of this part:

(1) "Active" means, with respect to a local district, that the district is not inactive.

(2) "Administrative body" means:

(a) if the local district proposed to be dissolved has a duly constituted board of trustees
in sufficient numbers to form a quorum, the board of trustees; or

(b) except as provided in Subsection (2)(a):

(1) for alocal district located entirely within a single municipality, the legislative body

of that municipality;

-11 -
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(i1) for a local district located in multiple municipalities within the same county or at
least partly within the unincorporated area of a county, the legislative body of that county; or

(ii1) for a local district located within multiple counties, the legislative body of the
county whose boundaries include more of the local district than is included within the
boundaries of any other county.

(3) "Clerk" means:

(a) the board of trustees if the board is also the administrative body under Subsection
(2)(a);

(b) the clerk or recorder of the municipality whose legislative body is the
administrative body under Subsection (2)(b)(i); or

(c) the clerk of the county whose legislative body is the administrative body under
Subsection (2)(b)(i1) or (iii).

(4) "Controlling legislative body" means:

(a) for alocal district located entirely within a single municipality, the legislative body

of that municipality;

(b) for a local district located in multiple municipalities within the same county or at

least partly within the unincorporated area of a county, the legislative body of that county; or

(c) for alocal district located within multiple counties, the legislative body of the

county whose boundaries include more of the local district than is included within the

boundaries of any other county.

[9] (5) "Inactive" means, with respect to a local district, that during the preceding
three years the district has not:

(a) provided any service or otherwise operated;

(b) received property taxes or user or other fees; and

(c) expended any funds.

Section 6. Section 17B-1-1303 is amended to read:

17B-1-1303. Initiation of dissolution process.

The process to dissolve a local district may be initiated by:

(1) for an inactive local district:

(a) (1) for alocal district whose board of trustees is elected by electors based on the

acre-feet of water allotted to the land owned by the elector, a petition signed by the owners of

-12 -



369
370
371
372
373
374
375
376
377
378
379
380
381
382
383
384
385
386
387
388
389
390
391
392
393
394
395
396
397
398
399

02-15-16 11:18 AM H.B. 326

25% of the acre-feet of water allotted to the land within the local district; or

(i1) for all other districts:

(A) a petition signed by the owners of private real property that:

() 1is located within the local district proposed to be dissolved;

(II) covers at least 25% of the private land area within the local district; and

(IIT) 1s equal in assessed value to at least 25% of the assessed value of all private real
property within the local district; or

(B) a petition signed by registered voters residing within the local district proposed to
be dissolved equal in number to at least 25% of the number of votes cast in the district for the
office of governor at the last regular general election before the filing of the petition; or

(b) aresolution adopted by the administrative body; and

(2) for an active local district[;]:

(a) a petition signed by:

[t@)] (1) for a local district whose board of trustees is elected by electors based on the
acre-feet of water allotted to the land owned by the elector, [apetitionstgned-by] the owners of
100% of the acre-feet of water allotted to the land within the local district; or

[tb)] (i1) for all other districts, the owners of 100% of the private real property located
within or 100% of registered voters residing within the local district proposed to be
dissolved][-]; or

(b) a resolution adopted by the controlling legislative body.

Section 7. Section 17B-1-1306 is amended to read:

17B-1-1306. Public hearing.

(1) (a) For each petition certified under Section 17B-1-1305 and each resolution

adopted by an administrative body under Subsection 17B-1-1303(1)(b), the administrative body

shall hold a public hearing on the proposed dissolution.

(b) For each resolution adopted by a controlling legislative body under Subsection

17B-1-1303(2)(b), the controlling legislative body shall hold a public hearing on the proposed

dissolution.

(2) Each public hearing under Subsection (1) shall be held:

(a) no later than 45 days after certification of the petition under Section 17B-1-1305 or
adoption of a resolution under Subsection 17B-1-1303(1)(b) or (2)(b), as the case may be;

- 13-
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(b) within the local district proposed to be dissolved;

(c) on a weekday evening other than a holiday beginning no earlier than 6 p.m.; and

(d) for the purpose of allowing:

(1) the public to ask questions and obtain further information about the proposed
dissolution and issues raised by it; and

(i1) any interested person to address the administrative body or the controlling

legislative body concerning the proposed dissolution.

(3) A quorum of the administrative body or the controlling legislative body shall be

present throughout each public hearing under this section.

Section 8. Section 17B-1-1308 is amended to read:

17B-1-1308. Dissolution resolution by administrative board -- Limitations on
dissolution.

(1) After the public hearing [required-under-Seetton] described in Subsection
17B-1-1306(1)(a) and subject to Subsection (2), the administrative body may adopt a resolution

approving dissolution of the local district.

(2) [#A] The administrative body may not adopt a resolution under Subsection (1) [may
notbe-adopted] unless:

(a) any outstanding debt of the local district is:

(1) satisfied and discharged in connection with the dissolution; or

(i1) assumed by another governmental entity with the consent of all the holders of that
debt and all the holders of other debts of the local district;

(b) for a local district that has provided service during the preceding three years or
undertaken planning or other activity preparatory to providing service:

(1) another entity has committed to provide the same service to the area being served or
proposed to be served by the local district; and

(i1) all who are to receive the service have consented to the service being provided by
the other entity; and

(c) all outstanding contracts to which the local district is a party are resolved through
mutual termination or the assignment of the local district's rights, duties, privileges, and

responsibilities to another entity with the consent of the other parties to the contract.
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Section 9. Section 17B-1-1309 is enacted to read:

17B-1-1309. Dissolution resolution by controlling legislative body -- Election to
dissolve local district -- Notice to lieutenant governor -- Recording requirements.

(1) (a) Subject to Subsection (1)(b), after the public hearing described in Subsection

17B-1-1306(1)(b), the controlling legislative body may adopt a dissolution resolution that:

(1) certifies that the requirements described in Subsection (1)(b) are satisfied; and

(11) initiates the dissolution election described in Subsection (2).

(b) The controlling legislative body may not adopt a dissolution resolution described in

Subsection (1)(a) unless:

(1) any outstanding debt of the local district is:

(A) satisfied and discharged in connection with the dissolution; or

(B) assumed by another governmental entity with the consent of all the holders of that

debt and all the holders of other debts of the local district;

(11) for a local district that has provided service during the preceding three years or

undertaken planning or other activity preparatory to providing service, another entity has

committed to provide the same service to the area being served or proposed to be served by the

local district; and

(111) all outstanding contracts to which the local district is a party are resolved through

mutual termination or the assignment of the local district's rights, duties, privileges, and

responsibilities to another entity.

(2) After a controlling legislative body adopts a dissolution resolution described in

Subsection (1), the voters within the boundaries of the local district shall, in the next municipal

or general election, vote whether to dissolve the local district.

Section 10. Section 17B-1-1310 is enacted to read:

17B-1-1310. Distribution of remaining assets -- Notice to lieutenant governor --
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Recording requirements.

(1) (a) (1) After dissolution of a local district under this part, any assets of the local

district remaining after paying all debts and other obligations of the local district shall be used

to pay costs associated with the dissolution process.

(i1) Any costs of the dissolution process remaining after exhausting the remaining

assets of the local district described in Subsection (1)(a)(i) shall be paid by the administrative

body.
(b) Any assets of the local district remaining after application of Subsection (1)(a) shall

be distributed:

(1) proportionately to the owners of real property within the dissolved local district if

there is a readily identifiable connection between a financial burden borne by the real property

owners in the district and the remaining assets; or

(11) except as provided in Subsection (1)(b)(1), to each county, city, metro township, or

town in which the dissolved local district was located before dissolution in the same proportion

that the land area of the local district located within the unincorporated area of the county or

within the city or town bears to the total local district land area.

(2) For a dissolution under Section 11-13-1308, the administrative body, or for a

dissolution under Section 11-13-1309, the controlling legislative body, shall file with the

lieutenant governor a copy of a notice of an impending boundary action, as defined in Section

67-1a-6.5, that meets the requirements of Subsection 67-1a-6.5(3):

(a) within 30 days after the day on which the administrative body adopts a resolution

approving dissolution under Section 17B-1-1308; or

(b) within 30 days after the day on which a majority of the voters within a local district

approve dissolution of the local district in an election described in Subsection 17B-1-1309(2).

(3) Upon the lieutenant governor's issuance of a certificate of dissolution under Section

67-1a-6.5, the administrative body or the controlling legislative body shall:

(a) if the local district was located within the boundary of a single county, submit to the

recorder of that county:

(1) the original:

(A) notice of an impending boundary action; and

(B) certificate of dissolution; and
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(i1) a certified copy of the resolution adopted under Subsection 17B-1-1308(1); or

(b) if the local district was located within the boundaries of more than a single county:

(1) submit to the recorder of one of those counties:

(A) the original of the documents listed in Subsections (3)(a)(i)(A) and (B); and

(B) if applicable, a certified copy of the resolution adopted under Subsection
17B-1-1308(1); and

(i1) submit to the recorder of each other county:

(A) a certified copy of the documents listed in Subsections (3)(a)(1)(A) and (B); and

(B) if applicable, a certified copy of the resolution adopted under Subsection
17B-1-1308(1).

(4) Upon the lieutenant governor's issuance of the certificate of dissolution under

Section 67-1a-6.5, the local district is dissolved.

Section 11. Section 17D-1-301 is amended to read:

17D-1-301. Governance of a special service district -- Authority to create and
delegate authority to an administrative control board -- Limitations on authority to
delegate -- Notice of governing body contact information.

(1) Each special service district shall be governed by the legislative body of the county
or municipality that creates the special service district, subject to any delegation under this
section of a right, power, or authority to an administrative control board.

(2) At the time a special service district is created or at any time thereafter, the
legislative body of a county or municipality that creates a special service district may, by
resolution or ordinance:

(a) create an administrative control board for the special service district;

(b) subject to Subsection (3), delegate to the administrative control board the exercise
of any right, power, or authority that the legislative body possesses with respect to the
governance of the special service district; and

(c) specify the members of the initial administrative control board by name or other
designation that clearly identifies each member of the initial administrative control board.

(3) A county or municipal legislative body may not delegate to an administrative
control board of a special service district the power to:

(a) annex an area to an existing special service district or add a service within the area
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of an existing special service district under Part 4, Annexing a New Area and Adding a New
Service;

(b) designate, under Section 17D-1-107, the classes of special service district contracts
that are subject to Title 11, Chapter 39, Building Improvements and Public Works Projects;

(c) levy a tax on the taxable property within the special service district;

(d) issue special service district bonds payable from taxes;

(e) call or hold an election for the authorization of a property tax or the issuance of
bonds;

(f) levy an assessment;

(g) issue interim warrants or bonds payable from an assessment; or

(h) appoint a board of equalization under Section 11-42-403.

(4) (a) A county or municipal legislative body that has delegated a right, power, or
authority under this section to an administrative control board may at any time modify, limit, or
revoke any right, power, or authority delegated to the administrative control board.

(b) A modification, limitation, or revocation under Subsection (4)(a) does not affect the
validity of an action taken by an administrative control board before the modification,
limitation, or revocation.

(5) A special service district shall:

(a) post on the Utah Public Notice Website created in Section 63F-1-701 the name,

phone number, and email address of each member of the special service district's governing

body;
(b) update the information described in Subsection (5)(a) when:

(1) the membership of the governing body changes: or

(11) a member of the governing body's phone number or email address changes; and

(c) post any update required under Subsection (5)(b) within 30 days after the day on

which the change requiring the update occurs.

Section 12. Section 20A-3-302 is amended to read:

20A-3-302. Conducting entire election by absentee ballot.
(1) [Notwithstandimg-Seetton17B=1=366;-an] An election officer may administer an

election entirely by absentee ballot.

(2) If the election officer decides to administer an election entirely by absentee ballot,
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the election officer shall mail to each registered voter within that voting precinct:

(a) an absentee ballot;

(b) for an election administered by a county clerk, information regarding the location
and hours of operation of any election day voting center at which the voter may vote;

(c) a courtesy reply mail envelope;

(d) instructions for returning the ballot that include an express notice about any
relevant deadlines that the voter must meet in order for the voter's vote to be counted; and

(e) for an election administered by an election officer other than a county clerk, if the
election officer does not operate a polling location or an election day voting center, a warning,
on a separate page of colored paper in bold face print, indicating that if the voter fails to follow
the instructions included with the absentee ballot, the voter will be unable to vote in that
election because there will be no polling place in the voting precinct on the day of the election.

(3) A voter who votes by absentee ballot under this section is not required to apply for
an absentee ballot as required by this part.

(4) An election officer who administers an election entirely by absentee ballot shall:

(a) (1) obtain, in person, the signatures of each voter within that voting precinct before
the election; or

(i1) obtain the signature of each voter within the voting precinct from the county clerk;
and

(b) maintain the signatures on file in the election officer's office.

(5) (a) Upon receiving the returned absentee ballots, the election officer shall compare
the signature on each absentee ballot with the voter's signature that is maintained on file and
verify that the signatures are the same.

(b) If the election officer questions the authenticity of the signature on the absentee
ballot, the election officer shall immediately contact the voter to verify the signature.

(c) Ifthe election official determines that the signature on the absentee ballot does not
match the voter's signature that is maintained on file, the election officer shall:

(1) unless the absentee ballot application deadline described in Section 20A-3-304 has
passed, immediately send another absentee ballot and other voting materials as required by this
section to the voter; and

(i1) disqualify the initial absentee ballot.
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(6) A county that administers an election entirely by absentee ballot:

(a) shall provide at least one election day voting center in accordance with Title 20A,
Chapter 3, Part 7, Election Day Voting Center;

(b) shall ensure that an election day voting center operated by the county has at least
one voting device that is accessible, in accordance with the Help America Vote Act of 2002,
Pub. L. No. 107-252, for individuals with disabilities; and

(c) is not required to pay return postage for an absentee ballot.

Section 13. Section 63F-1-701 is amended to read:

63F-1-701. Utah Public Notice Website -- Establishment and administration.

(1) As used in this part:

(a) "Division" means the Division of Archives and Records Service of the Department
of Administrative Services.

(b) "Public body" has the same meaning as provided under Section 52-4-103.

(c) "Public information" means a public body's public notices, minutes, audio
recordings, and other materials that are required to be posted to the website under Title 52,
Chapter 4, Open and Public Meetings Act, or other statute or state agency rule.

(d) "Website" means the Utah Public Notice Website created under this section.

(2) There is created the Utah Public Notice Website to be administered by the Division
of Archives and Records Service.

(3) The website shall consist of an Internet website provided to assist the public to find
posted public information.

(4) The division, with the technical assistance of the Department of Technology
Services, shall create the website which shall:

(a) allow a public body, or other certified entity, to easily post any public information,

including the contact information required under Subsections 17B-1-303(9) and 17D-1-301(5);

(b) allow the public to search the public information by:

(1) public body name;

(i1) date of posting of the notice;

(i11) date of any meeting or deadline included as part of the public information; and
(iv) any other criteria approved by the division;

(c) allow the public to search and view past, archived public information;
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(d) allow a person to subscribe to receive updates and notices associated with a public
body or a particular type of public information;

(e) be easily accessible by the public from the State of Utah home page;

(f) have a unique and simplified website address;

(g) be directly accessible via a link from the main page of the official state website; and

(h) include other links, features, or functionality that will assist the public in obtaining
and reviewing public information posted on the website, as may be approved by the division.

(5) The division shall be responsible for:

(a) establishing and maintaining the website, including the provision of equipment,
resources, and personnel as is necessary;

(b) providing a mechanism for public bodies or other certified entities to have access to
the website for the purpose of posting and modifying public information; and

(c) maintaining an archive of all public information posted to the website.

(6) The timing for posting and the content of the public information posted to the
website shall be the responsibility of the public body or other entity posting the public

information.
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